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Medzniky starostlivosti o Zivotné prostredie

Ndzov monotémy by mal presnejsie zniet Novodobé medzniky starostli-
vosti 0 Zivotné prostredie a uplahiovania principov udrZatelného rozvoja, lebo aj
v ddvnejsej minulosti by sa dalo najst nemalo takychto prelomovych uda-
losti. A naopak, az budiicnost ukaze, nakolko bolo skuto¢ne prelomové to,
¢o sa dnes také zda.

Z aktudlneho uhla pohladu je pozoruhodné, ze vicsina vyznamnych
udalosti v tejto sfére sa spdja s rokmi ukoncenymi dvojkou a sedmickou.
Skutocne je az zarazajtce, kolko zasadného sa udialo r. 1972, 1977, 1992,
1997 ¢i 2002.

Okriihle vyrocia, okrem tradicie ich pripominania, maju aj menej for-
malny vyznam. V prvom rade sa k nim celkom logicky vztahuju hodnote-
nia, porovnania, odpocty. Neraz je priprava nasledujucich podujati spo-
jend s hodnotenim vyvoja od predchadzajucich. Vari najmarkantnejsie to
bolo pri priprave Svetového summitu o udrzatelnom rozvoji (Johan-
nesburg, 2002), ktora bola nerozlu¢ne spita s hodnotenim desatrocného
vyvoja od Summitu Zeme (Konferencie OSN o zivotnom prostredi
a rozvoji, Rio de Janeiro, 1992). Hodnotiaci proces prebehol na vietkych
urovniach - od miestnej, cez narodnu, kontinentalnu az po globalnu
a ziskal poloficidlny privlastok Rio + 10.

Niektoré udalosti si pripominame kazdoroéne. Napriklad ddatum otvo-
renia historicky prvého summitu svojho druhu, stokholmskej konferencie
OSN o zivotnom prostredi ¢loveka (1972) - 5. jun - sa stal Svetovym driom
zivotného prostredia.

Aby sme vsak nezostali len v zajati dvojkovych a sedmickovych rokov, nie-
kolko novodobych medznikov pripada aj na in€ datumy: Deii Zeme si pripomi-
name od r. 1970, deji iny paneurdpskych konferencii ministrov Zivotného prostre-
dia i celého procesu Zivotné prostredie pre Europu sa zacali pisat na zamku Dobf13
pri Prahe r. 1991, Milléniovyj summit sa konal v New Yorku r. 2000 a Dekdda
vychovy a vzdelavania k udrZatelnému rozooju sa zacala r. 2005.

Ak by sme sa pokuisili definovat novodobé ,metamilniky”, za akysi ,bod
obratu” by sme mohli oznacit prelom 60. a 70. rokov minulého storoéia
s nadkritickym mnozstvom revolu¢nych udalosti v roznych sferach starost-
livosti o zivotné prostredie a smerovania k udrzatelnejSej buducnosti. Vel-
mi dolezity bol v tomto zmysle aj prelom 80. a 90. rokov, spojeny s padom
zeleznej opony a Summitom Zeme v Riu.

Medzniky nemaju vsak len dejiny medzindarodnych environmentdlnych
snazeni, ale aj dianie na domacej scéne. V niecom ide o odozvu velkych dejin,
v nieCom st vsak tie nase malé dejiny autentické, zrodené u nas doma.

Medzniky mozu posobit ako impulz ¢i memento, ale uzitocnejsie ako
pripominanie okruihlych vyroci je kazdodenné usilie o lepsie zivotné prostre-
die a udrzatelnejsi sposob zivota.

Mikulas Huba
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Milestones of the environment protection

The title ought to be Recent milestones of the environment protection and imple-
mentation of the sustainable development principles, because in the past few such
breakthrough events could have been found, too. And on the contrary, only
the future will show, how far that recent breakthrough was really a breakthrough.

From actual viewpoint it is remarkable that majority of significant events
are connected with the years ended with two and seven. Really it is astonis-
hing how many of the fundamental changes occurred in 1972, 1977, 1992,
1997 or 2002.

Round anniversaries, except of the tradition of commemoration, have
less formal meaning, too.

First of all evaluations and comparisons are logically connected with
them. Sometimes the preparation of the future events is in close connec-
tion with the process of evaluation of the development since the previous
ones. Perhaps the most evidently it could have been perceived at the prepa-
ration of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg,
2002), which was inseparably connected with the evaluation of the ten ye-
ars development since the Earth Summit (UN Conference on Environment
and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 1992). Evaluation process was carried
out on each level — from local, through national, continental up to global
and obtained the semi-official attribute Rio + 10.

Certain events we commemorate every year. For example the date of the
opening of the historical summit — Stockholm UN Conference on Human
Environment (1972) - 5" June, became the World Environment Day.

In order to not remain in the captivity of the magic numbers two and
seven, we should remind some modern milestones of another data: Earth
Day we commemorate since1970, history of the Pan-European Environmen-
tal Ministers Conference as well as the whole process of Environment for
Europe started in the castle Dobii8 near Prague, in 1991, Millennium Summit
was held in New York, in 2000 and Decade of Education for Sustainable De-
velopment began in 2005.

If we tried to define the modern “meta-milestones”, the turn of the 1960's
and 1970’s of the last century with supercritical number of revolutionary
events in different spheres of environmental care and direction to a more
sustainable future could have been marked as a “point of breakthrough”.
Also the turn of the 1980’s and 1990’s connected with the fall of the Iron
curtain and Earth Summit in Rio was very important.

Not only the history of international environmental effort has its mi-
lestones, the same national events have, too. Sometimes as a respond to
international history, sometimes our “small” national history is authentic.

Milestones can address us as an impulse or memento, but the everyday
effort for better environment and more sustainable way of life is more ef-
fective and useful, like commemorations of round anniversaries.

Mikulas Huba



